Resolved: It’s better to live in the city than the countryside.

	Pro
	Con

	More convenient
	More natural

	More jobs & better jobs
	Health: Pollution

	Public transportation: no need for car 
	Closer communities

	More options for food, housing, schools, etc.
	Lots of space & low cost



Pro 1: Diversity & ‘energy’
Forbes.com. (2019). 8 Things That are Great about Living in a City. [online] Available at: https://www.forbes.com/sites/rent/2015/05/29/8-things-that-are-so-great-about-living-in-a-city/#a8fae50fca67 [Accessed 8 Dec. 2019].

Cities are diverse in general, including in food, people, things to do-- you name it! Your neighbors likely all have interesting and unique backgrounds, and you can learn a ton by having conversations in the laundry room. My upstairs neighbor is a sheriff and he always has crazy stories to tell me.
I love living in a building where everyone is different, especially if they're willing to strike up a conversation. No two people in any city are the same.

Cities buzz with energy . There are always people around doing something, and that can be exciting. However, some people may not like that kind of atmosphere. But for those of us who do, it makes leaving your apartment every day a joy.
Cities have tons of awesome features that make them a great place to live. What do you love about your city?

Pro 2: Social & Activity Options
Long, H. and Reed, J. the Guardian. (2013). City v country: where's the better place to live? | Head to head. [online] Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/aug/18/live-in-city-or-country [Accessed 6 Jan. 2020].

[bookmark: _GoBack]You will never be the underdog. As Daria would tell you, it sucks to be the odd one out. If you're a goth, head to London's Camden Town, which will love to have you. You like playing in all-female netball teams? You'll find a club. Love mushroom-hunting? Start your own group. In Sydney, where I live, my local park alone is the home to joggers, skateboarders, tai chi lovers and tight-rope walkers. There's something for everyone. And kiss bigotry goodbye, too: if you're gay, you will easily find both a welcoming environment. And better dating prospects.

The entire world is (almost) on your doorstep. I don't know about you, but it would be a shame to die on the way to the hospital – or give birth on the side of a road. Which probably won't happen in the city. You can order anything from online stores and – miracle! – receive it the next day. Museums, galleries, libraries are easily accessible, a lot of them free. And food: enough said. Who likes to have the choice only between a grim pub serving dismal burgers or fish-and-chips and the local Subway branch at the back of a derelict mall? Not me.

Pro 3: Health
Nuwer, R. BBC (2019). Is it really healthier to live in the countryside?. [online] Bbc.com. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20180531-where-are-the-worlds-healthiest-places-to-live [Accessed 8 Dec. 2019].

City residents tend to suffer from higher levels of asthma, allergies and depression. But they also tend to be less obese, at a lower risk of suicide and are less likely to get killed in an accident. They lead happier lives as seniors and live longer in general. (Read more about five of the world's healthiest cities).
Although we tend to associate cities with pollution, crime and stress, living in rural locales may entail certain costs as well. Disease-carrying insects and arachnids can detract from the health factor of that otherwise idyllic cabin in Maine, for example.  
In other cases, rural pollution poses a major threat. In India, air pollution contributed to the deaths of 1.1 million citizens in 2015 – with rural residents rather than urban ones accounting for 75% of the victims. This is primarily because countryside dwellers are at greater risk of breathing air that is polluted by burning of agricultural fields, wood or cow dung (used for cooking fuel and heat).

[bookmark: _rfvsl2fskvpm]
Con 1: Low cost & lots of space 
Long, H. and Reed, J. (2013). City v country: where's the better place to live? | Head to head. [online] the Guardian. Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/aug/18/live-in-city-or-country [Accessed 8 Dec. 2019].

1. It's cheap. You have to actively try to spend more than $20 on a meal, even a good one. A movie still costs single digits. No one has a clue or cares what brand of clothing you're wearing, let alone whether your shoes, purse or belt are this year's season or last. And did I mention housing? You can live in a real house with multiple bedrooms, multiple bathrooms and a garage. Maybe even a pool. And you can own it for under $200,000. Yup, you read that right. I didn't leave off any zeros.

2. There's space – for you, for your dog, for your kids, between you and your annoying neighbors. An ad on the NY subway sums up: "Raising a baby in an NYC apartment is like growing an oak tree in a thimble." In the city, you live on top of each other. Your kids and your dog barely know what grass is. In the country, you have something called a yard. You run around, kick a football and chase fireflies. You go sledding and build snowmen on fresh snow that hasn't been trodden by hundreds of others. You can actually identify constellations because you see lots of them each night. You are fascinated by a lot more interesting animals than squirrels, and your dog acts like a dog, you don't have to carry around bags for its poop.


Con 2: Health
Nuwer, R. BBC (2019). Is it really healthier to live in the countryside?. [online] Bbc.com. Available at: https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20180531-where-are-the-worlds-healthiest-places-to-live [Accessed 8 Dec. 2019].

Time in nature has been linked to reduced physical markers of stress. When we are out for a stroll or just sitting beneath the trees, our heart rate and blood pressure both tend to go down. We also release more natural ‘killer cells’: lymphocytes that roam throughout the body, hunting down cancerous and virus-infected cells.
Researchers are still trying to determine why this is so, although they do have a number of hypotheses. “One predominate theory is that natural spaces act as a calming backdrop to the busy stimuli of the city,” says Amber Pearson, a health geographer at Michigan State University. “From an evolutionary perspective, we also associate natural things as key resources for survival, so we favour them.” 
This does not necessarily mean that urban denizens should all move to the countryside, however. 
City residents tend to suffer from higher levels of asthma, allergies and depression. But they also tend to be less obese, at a lower risk of suicide and are less likely to get killed in an accident. They lead happier lives as seniors and live longer in general. (Read more about five of the world's healthiest cities).

Con 3: Space & outdoor activities
Pearce, Cindi. Hunker. The Advantages of Living in the Country. Accessed 9 December 2019. https://www.hunker.com/12518912/the-advantages-of-living-in-the-countryside

In the country, you have more space. If you want to build on your home, you have the room to do it. If you want to construct a shed or a barn or an art studio, you have the room. Space is at a premium in urban areas, which is not the case in the countryside. You can even have more kids than you would have had if you had stayed in your tiny city dwelling. Depending on where you live in the country, you can have mountain views, lake views, ocean views or pasture-like scenes right outside your door.
Ready Access
Outdoor aficionados may prefer the country because they have ready access to hiking, climbing, bike riding, camping, fishing, hunting and numerous places where you can do just about anything that you want without traveling somewhere else to do it. Step out your back door and you can be in or near a nature trail.
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